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children. In addition, Leah’s has been suc-
cessful creating numerous partnerships with
courts and human services to better utilize
CASA volunteers.

In 2010, Leah was selected as the Staff
Person of the Year by the State Association of
CASA programs in Colorado. She also serves
on numerous boards including Rewired, Inc.,
Leadership Jefferson County Alumni Associa-
tion, Jefferson County Good News Coalition,
Jefferson County Best Practice Court Team,
and the Emancipation Court Steering Com-
mittee.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Leah
Varnell for her well deserved honor by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

———
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute and honor LaRay Brown for her
track record in public service and her commit-
ment to improving the community.

LaRay Brown is the Senior Vice President
for Corporate Planning, Community Health
and Intergovernmental Relations at the New
York City Health and Hospitals Corporation
(HHC), the largest municipal public hospital
system in the country. She has been acknowl-
edged by Modern Healthcare as one of the
Top 25 Women in Healthcare. LaRay Brown
directs strategic-planning efforts for the cor-
poration, and formulation and execution of leg-
islative initiatives and advocacy strategies.
Among the many corporate-wide initiatives
that she led, Ms. Brown is spearheading the
development of affordable and accessible
housing on behalf of HHC’s patients.

She is the recipient of numerous awards, in-
cluding the Commission on the Public’s Health
System’s Marshall C. England Memorial Public
Health Award in 2010 and the Community
Health Care Association of New York State’s
Rosemarie Forstner Award in 2011.

She was a member of Governor Cuomo’s
health care transition team and his Medicaid
Redesign Team Work Groups on Housing and
Health Disparities. Ms. Brown also serves on
the board of New York State Health Founda-
tion.

Ms. Brown previously held leadership posi-
tions with the State of New Jersey including its
Division of Mental Health and Hospitals and its
Division of Youth and Family Services.

Ms. Brown graduated summa cum laude
from the University of Pennsylvania and re-
ceived her graduate training at the University
of Pennsylvania Fets Center for Government
Policy.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Ms.
LaRay Brown for her successful career and
continued work in service to the community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NUAL 26TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF TEXAS TRANSPOR-
TATION SUMMIT
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
week, | held the 10th Annual 26th Congres-
sional District of Texas Transportation Summit
along with the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation at the University of North Texas.

Transportation is always a popular topic of
discussion in North Texas and for obvious rea-
sons. With one of the world’s largest airports,
thousands of miles of roads, highways, rail
lines, and several other modes of infrastruc-
ture, North Texans recognize the importance
of transportation and its role in our region’s
continued growth.

This event provided a great conversation
and | would like to thank:

The Texas Department of Transportation for
cosponsoring and Texas Transportation Com-
missioner Jeff Moseley speaking at the event,
as well as the University of North Texas for
serving as host.

Other speakers and panelists for the summit
who provided excellent insight into transpor-
tation issues: Andrew Harris, Vice President of
Finance and Administration, University of
North Texas; Michael Morris, Transportation
Director for the North Central Texas Council of
Governments; Larry D. Tegtmeyer, Wichita
Falls District Engineer, Texas Department of
Transportation; Bill Hale, Dallas District Engi-
neer, Texas Department of Transportation;
Andy Eads, Commissioner Precinct 4, Denton
County; Maribel Chavez, Fort Worth District
Engineer, Texas Department of Transpor-
tation; Gary Fickes, Commissioner Precinct 3,
Tarrant County; Marc Williams, Director of
Planning, Texas Department of Transportation;
and Carlos Swonke, Director of Environmental
Affairs, Texas Department of Transportation.

Congressman Steven LaTourette was gra-
cious and keynoted the event. As Vice-Chair
of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation, he provided a unique perspec-
tive and insight. | thank him for his time and
information, and | would like to thank him for
his service. Congress is losing such a great
asset and | wish him well in the next chapter
in his life.

North Texas is a rapidly growing area. As
our population expands, our need for wider
roads and highways also expands. | look for-
ward to continuing this conversation and to
working with local and state leaders on trans-
portation issues.
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Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
stand before you today to recognize the retire-
ment of a lifelong civil servant, Clarence
Brown. Clarence has selflessly served the citi-
zens of Bartow County for more than 38
years, and his tenure as Bartow County Com-
missioner is the longest to date.

November 28, 2012

Clarence began his service with a plan and
vision for Bartow County, and under his lead-
ership it has flourished. Some highlights of his
public service are the implementation of the
county’s growth management plan in 1996,
the completion of Georgia Highlands College,
and the development of the nation’s first coun-
ty-wide Environmental Management System.

Each of these accomplishments shaped
Bartow County, but Clarence’s legacy of lead-
ership is truly defined by his character. He
paid extraordinary attention to public input and
cared deeply for the people he governed.

In recognition of Clarence’s selfless service
and commitment to the community, the county
named the conference center in Cartersville in
his honor. However, this was not an easy task
given Clarence’s humble nature!

It took the community, a judge, and Clar-
ence’s wife to convince him to agree to the
dedication. To this day when asked about the
Clarence Brown Conference Center, Clarence
will humbly reply, “It's just a name on a build-
ing.”

Through his philanthropic and civic contribu-
tions, Clarence’s impact on our community is
immeasurable. He has, and will, continue to
lead our community with integrity and honor.

Clarence represents the best of the 11th
District, the best of Georgia, and indeed the
best of public servants. | am proud to call him
a friend,
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Kimberly Welch, a model serv-
ant of the needs of the public, a person dedi-
cated to the importance of family, and native
New Yorker.

Ms. Kimberly Welch has been working at
the Health & Hospital Corporation for 22
years, beginning as an office aide and now
Assistant Associate, providing much help in
Mental Health Services to the citizens of
Brooklyn. She has focused and devoted her
time enlightening, understanding and caring
for patients.

An advocate of education, Ms. Welch at-
tended Boricua College in Brooklyn, where
she earned a Bachelors of Science Degree in
human services. She is active in her children’s
education and was elected vice president of
the PTA at her children’s school.

Ms. Welch has always had an interest in
helping families, especially in underserved
communities. Thinking about ways she could
fulfill this desire, she joined an organization
named “SomeMeTime”, which allows her the
ability to empower women. The annual Moth-
er's Day Brunch provides mothers with a day
of rest and relaxation. Ms. Welch also partici-
pates in programs that educate women on the
importance of good health and hygiene.

Ms. Welch volunteers in a very special orga-
nization named “L.A.C.E. Leading Ladies”
which is dear to her heart because her daugh-
ter is one of the founding members. This orga-
nization based in Brooklyn, collects, cleans,
and distributes prom and graduation dresses
to underprivileged junior high school girls
throughout New York City. In the spring of
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